


Robert Herriot
Director

Winnipeg-born stage director 
Rob Herriot has directed  
productions all across North 
America. He recently made  
his Vancouver Opera debut 

directing Così fan tutte (Manitoba Opera’s 2023 
concept and set design) which he directed for MO.  

Rob has directed many productions in Winnipeg 
including La Cenerentola, Lucia di Lammermoor,  
La Bohème, Carmen, Rigoletto, Don Pasquale and 
Madama Butterfly for Manitoba Opera; Three 
Decembers, The Walk From The Garden, and  
The House Without a Christmas Tree for The Little 
Opera Company; and Beauty and the Beast, 
Cinderella, and The Wizard of Oz for Rainbow Stage. 

He has directed several productions with both 
Calgary Opera and Edmonton Opera, as well as 
Livermore Valley Opera in the San Francisco Bay 
area where he directed productions of Don Pasquale, 
The Barber of Seville, The Elixir of Love, and  
Don Giovanni. Rob returned to Livermore directly 
after his Vancouver debut to direct Così fan tutte. 

Gordon Gerrard*
Conductor

For Canadian conductor 
Gordon Gerrard, music  
is an animating life force.  
He’s guest-conducted  
major Canadian orchestras 

(Vancouver, Quebec, Toronto, Victoria, London, 
Kitchener-Waterloo) and opera companies (Calgary, 
Hamilton, Edmonton). The Marriage of Figaro marks 
his MO debut.

Gordon loves working with emerging artists 
(Calgary Opera, the Atelier Lyrique de l’ Opéra de 
Montréal, the Banff Centre, Montréal’s Opera McGill, 
Toronto’s Glenn Gould School.) Since 2016, he’s 
been the music director of the Regina Symphony 
Orchestra and the artistic director of City Opera 
Vancouver since 2023. 

This seems all rather unlikely for a kid who  
grew up on a farm just outside Brandon, Manitoba. 
Piano lessons began at seven; at 17, Gordon left  
the farm to study at the University of Manitoba, 
which was followed by a master’s at the Manhattan 
School of Music. He loved collaborating with  
singers, which led to a fascination with opera  
and the world of conducting. 

 

Robert Mellon*
Figaro

American baritone Robert 
Mellon has garnered acclaim 
for his “glorious voice that 
burst out brimming with life 
and vigor.” His performances 

are praised for their comic timing, dramatic nuance, 
and robust vocal presence. Robert’s opera credits 
include leading roles with prominent U.S. companies 
such as Detroit Opera, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, 
Florida Grand Opera, Opera Philadelphia, Lyric 
Opera of Kansas City, San Diego Opera, New York 
City Opera, and Tulsa Opera. His repertoire spans 
title roles in Verdi’s Falstaff and Mozart’s Le nozze 
di Figaro to the Major General in The Pirates of 
Penzance and Sharpless in Madama Butterfly.

A recipient of the Sullivan Foundation career grant 
and the St. Louis Theater Circle Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Opera, Robert is also a sought-after 
concert artist, performing works like Rossini’s Petite 
Messe Solennelle and Mozart’s Requiem. 

Robert Mellon will premiere roles including Jack 
Rance in La Fanciulla del West with Livermore 
Valley Opera, Dulcamara in L’elisir d’amore with 
Opera Orlando, and reprise the role of Bartolo in  
Il barbiere di Siviglia with Opera Tampa. 

He is a faculty member at Southern Illinois University. 

Caitlin Wood*
Susanna

Alberta-born soprano Caitlin 
Wood was “absolutely vibrant” 
and showed “great comic flair” 
in her 2017 debut as Susanna 
in Vancouver Opera (VO)’s  

The Marriage of Figaro and won praise as the  
godlike Controller in VO’s recent Flight, “effectively 
navigates the dizzyingly stratospheric vocal writing.” 

Caitlin began her 2025 season in B.C. touring  
The Music of the Night, a showcase of musical 
favourites from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musicals. 
Caitlin appears as Ava on the Juno-nominated CD 
of Missing (Current/Clements) which confronts the 
crisis of missing Indigenous women and girls. 

Recent and upcoming concert appearances include 
Messiah with Chorus Niagara and Vancouver  
Bach Choir, Bach’s St. John Passion with Regina 
Symphony Orchestra, as well as Carmina Burana  
with Ottawa Choral Society. 

Caitlin starred in the title role in The Coronation of 
Poppea in her debut with Washington D.C.’s INSeries 
Opera and was a sparkling Despina in Così fan Tutte 
with both Edmonton Opera and Opera Kelowna. 

The Artists Listed in Order of Vocal Appearance 

* Manitoba Opera debut
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Peter McGillivray
Dr. Bartolo

Saskatchewan-born baritone 
Peter McGillivray has been  
celebrated in the national 
media as “a gifted comic 
actor,” with a “rich, flexible  

and strong voice.” 

In recent seasons, he has been seen on opera and 
concert stages from coast to coast, specializing  
in comic roles such as Dr. Bartolo in The Barber  
of Seville, Don Magnifico in La Cenerentola, Bottom 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Sir Joseph Porter in 
H.M.S. Pinafore, and Stubb in Moby Dick, receiving  
a Dora Award nomination for his performance as 
Petrovich in The Overcoat with Canadian Stage  
and Vancouver Opera. He also excels in interpreting 
more dramatic fare such as Sharpless in Madama 
Butterfly, Don Pizarro in Fidelio, and Bassett in 
Rocking Horse Winner.

Highlights with Manitoba Opera include Don 
Magnifico in Cinderella, Dr. Dulcamara in The Elixir 
of Love, and most recently the Sacristan in Tosca. 
This season he looks forward to reprising his  
signature role of Dr. Bartolo in The Barber of Seville 
with Vancouver Opera as well as performances  
of Carmina Burana, Messiah, and other concert  
repertoire.

Krisztina Szabó*
Marcellina

Lauded for her “supple, pliant” 
voice and “considerable  
emotional range” (Opera 
Canada), Hungarian Canadian 
mezzo-soprano Krisztina Szabó 

is celebrated for her exceptional musicianship and 
compelling stage presence. 

This season, she makes her debut with Manitoba 
Opera as Marcellina in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro. 
She also returned to Tafelmusik for Handel’s 
Messiah and premieres works by Jeffrey Ryan  
with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and 
Vancouver Bach Choir. 

A graduate of the Canadian Opera Company 
Ensemble Studio, she has performed widely across 
North America and Europe and now serves as  
assistant professor of voice and opera at the 
University of British Columbia School of Music.

Pascale Spinney*
Cherubino

In 2024/25, Canadian  
mezzo-soprano Pascale Spinney 
made several significant 
debuts. She premiered the role 
of Ebba in La Reine-Garçon 

with Opéra de Montréal, returned to White Snake 
Projects in Boston as Donna Elvira in Domme + 
Giovanni, and made her role debut as Rosina in  
Il barbiere di Siviglia at Opéra de Montréal  
followed by the title role in Pinocchio with  
St. Petersburg Opera. She also premiered the  
birth of her beautiful daughter Jacqueline with  
husband and tenor Matthew White.

The previous season Pascale stood by for the  
role of Sally in The Hours with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. She also filmed the aria “O God  
That I Were a Man” from Joseph Summers’ iconic 
opera, Much Ado About Nothing, and delivered 
standout performances as Carmen with the Glacier 
Symphony and Dorabella in Cosi! Men are Like That 
with White Snake Projects. Pascale was critically 
reviewed for her successful debut as Jane in the 
Canadian premiere of Laura Kaminsky’s new opera 
FEBRUARY at Opera on the Avalon.

Phillip Addis*
Count Almaviva

Canadian-born baritone Phillip 
Addis is renowned as the ideal 
Pelléas (Pelléas et Mélisande) 
of his generation, a role he has 
sung internationally. He is also 

acclaimed for his portrayal of the count in Le Nozze 
di Figaro and has sung this role in over a dozen 
productions worldwide.  

Recent season highlights include Sharpless 
(Madama Butterfly); the title role of Don Giovanni, 
Malatesta (Don Pasquale) and Marco (Gianni 
Schicci) at Calgary Opera; Zurga (Les pêcheurs  
de perles) with Vancouver Opera; and his role 
debut as Don Alfonso (Così fan tutte) with Pacific 
Opera Victoria. 

Orchestral engagements include Carmina Burana  
at Calgary Philharmonic and The Messiah with 
Orchestre Classique de Montréal, Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, and Newfoundland 
Symphony Orchestra. With a passion for art  
song repertoire, Phillip has given recitals with  
Emily Hamper across Canada and at international 
music festivals.
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James McLennan
Don Curzio/Don Basilio

With a career spanning more 
than two decades, James 
McLennan has been featured 
on opera and concert stages 
across Canada in a wide range 

of leading and supporting roles. 

This season sees repeat engagements with 
Manitoba Opera as Spoletta in Puccini’s Tosca  
and both Don Basilio and Don Curzio in Mozart’s  
Le nozze di Figaro.

Additional recent highlights include return  
engagements at Manitoba Opera (Li Keur - Riel’s 
Heart of the North, Susannah); with Pacific Opera 
Victoria (Don Basilio/Don Curzio in Mozart’s  
Le nozze di Figaro); the title role in Berlioz’s 
Béatrice et Bénédict with Manitoba Underground 
Opera; and the role of Gastone in La traviata with 
both Pacific Opera Victoria and Edmonton Opera.

Miriam Khalil*
Countess Almaviva

Soprano Miriam Khalil has 
established herself as one of 
Canada’s most versatile and 
expressive performers, sought 
after for her interpretation  

of the works of Golijov, Puccini and Mozart,  
among others. 

Recent highlights include the world premiere  
of Karim Al-Zand’s Al Hakawati with the Cabrillo 
Festival of Contemporary Music, which she then 
reprised with WDR Sinfonieorchester Köln, and  
her Los Angeles Opera debut for Kouyoumdjian’s 
Adoration, whose recording with Beth Morrison 
Projects landed Miriam a 2025 Grammy nomination.

Other recent engagements include Golijov’s 
Ayre (Edmonton Opera, Against the Grain), 
Ainadamar (Pacific Opera Victoria), Mozart’s  
Don Giovanni as Donna Elvira (National Arts Centre 
Orchestra, Opera Tampa), and Puccini’s La bohème 
as Mimi (Calgary Opera, Edmonton Opera, 
Canadian Opera Company, Minnesota Opera).

Grace Budoloski*
Barbarina

Winnipeg-born soprano Grace 
Budoloski has been praised  
for her “crystal clear soprano” 
and “effortless coloratura” 
(Opera Canada). A versatile 

singer, Grace is making her Manitoba Opera debut 
as Barbarina. 

Recent credits include Countess Adéle in Manitoba 
Underground Opera’s Le Comte Ory and as a soloist 
in Zelenka’s Miserere Mass with the Victoria 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Grace holds a master’s degree in voice performance 
from the University of Victoria and has recently 
completed an artist diploma with the Desautels 
Faculty of Music.

She is thrilled to be joining Opéra de Montréal’s 
Atelier Lyrique as an artist in residence this fall.

David Watson
Antonio

Bass-baritone David Watson,  
a veteran of operatic and  
concert stages across Canada, 
continues to earn praise for 
the exceptional richness and 

power of his voice. During his 18 years of service 
with the Royal Canadian Air Force, David appeared 
in 16 Manitoba Opera productions, including the 
role of Elder McLean in Susannah (2019), which 
marked his 50th production with the company.

Recent Manitoba Opera appearances include the 
role of Pierre La Grande in the world premiere of  
Li Keur: Riel’s Heart of the North (2023), the roles 
of Benoit and Alcindoro in La Bohème (2025), and 
the roles of Angelotti and Sciarrone in Tosca (2025).

David has also performed with the Canadian  
Opera Company, Pacific Opera Victoria, Vancouver 
Opera, Calgary Opera, Edmonton Opera, and 
Rainbow Stage.



Tadeusz Biernacki
Chorus Director/
Répétiteur

The 2025/26 season marks 
Tadeusz Biernacki’s 43rd with 
the company as assistant 
music director, chorus master, 

and rehearsal pianist.

Winner of the K. Szymanowski Piano Competition 
(Warsaw, Poland), he has performed internationally 
as a piano soloist and has conducted major  
orchestras across Canada, as well as around the 
world including the Tessaloniki State Orchestra,  
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Cleveland Opera 
Orchestra, Kaohsiung City Symphony Orchestra, 
and the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. 

Tad has also written numerous orchestral  
arrangements for the TSO, NAC Orchestra, and  
others. He was music director of Saskatoon Opera 
and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and has conducted  
a number of productions for Manitoba Opera,  
most recently, The Sopranos of Winnipeg concert  
in 2020.

Monica Chen
Assistant Conductor

An emerging Canadian  
conductor, Monica Chen is  
the RBC Assistant Conductor 
of the Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra (WSO) and is  

the music director of the University of Manitoba 
Symphony Orchestra and Sistema Winnipeg. 

Monica has conducted over 60 performances  
with the WSO, spanning genres of movies, pops, 
education and classics, and guests regularly  
with Canadian orchestras including the Calgary 
Philharmonic, Victoria Symphony, Kamloops 
Symphony, Saskatoon Symphony, and Regina 
Symphony. 

Recent opera conducting includes Britten’s  
Albert Herring, Mozart’s The Magic Flute, and 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel. Also familiar  
to the ballet pit, she returned to guest conduct  
with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, conducting  
a second run of shows of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker. 

Monica was a conducting fellow with Orchestre 
Métropolitain’s Conducting Academy, working with 
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, and is currently a fellow  
with Tapestry Opera.

Scott Henderson
Lighting Designer

Scott Henderson is excited to 
be designing this production 
of The Marriage of Figaro. 
Scott has lit 15 productions  
for Manitoba Opera including 

Li Keur: Riel’s Heart of the North, Transit of Venus, 
Don Giovanni, Rigoletto, two different productions 
of Così fan tutte, and The Marriage of Figaro (2006). 

Winnipeg-based, Scott designs lighting for theatre, 
opera, and dance across Canada. He is currently the 
lighting director for Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet. 

Special thanks to Karen, Sean, and Alex for love  
and support. 

Chris Porter
Stage Manager

Chris is pleased to return to 
Manitoba Opera after working 
on Tosca earlier this season 
and Carmen in 2024. His opera 
stage management career 

began at Manitoba Opera in 1991 with Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann and Un Ballo in Maschera in 1992.  

Chris has also collaborated with Edmonton Opera, 
Pacific Opera Victoria, Opera Lyra, Mississauga 
Opera, and extensively with the Canadian Opera 
Company. Notable productions include Louis Riel, 
Hadrian, Missing, Julius Cæsar, and The Turn of  
the Screw.

Chris was production stage manager for Harry 
Potter and the Cursed Child in Toronto, along  
with numerous Broadway musicals for Mirvish 
Productions. He has also worked with Royal 
Manitoba Theatre Centre, Canadian Stage, Ross 
Petty Productions, Soulpepper, Studio 180, Young 
People’s Theatre, Charlottetown Festival, Stratford 
Festival, Disney Cruise Line, and Cirque du Soleil  
in Las Vegas.

The Artists 
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The Artists 
Kathryn Ball
Assistant Stage 
Manager

This is Kathryn’s 32nd  
production with Manitoba 
Opera. Her most recent  
productions were Tosca,  

The Elixir of Love, and La bohème.

Kathryn is also the director of production at  
Rainbow Stage. Prior to that she stage managed 
many shows in Winnipeg at the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre, Prairie Theatre Exchange, the  
Royal Winnipeg Ballet, and Rainbow Stage. 

Nationally, she has worked at Edmonton’s Citadel 
Theatre and the Globe Theatre in Regina and has 
had the privilege of touring many shows across  
the country and throughout Manitoba.

Since she got engaged during last spring’s  
production of La Bohème, Kathryn thinks it is fitting 
that this spring’s production is about a wedding. 
Enjoy the festivities! 

Heather Lee 
Brereton
Assistant Stage 
Manager

Heather has worked in various 
capacities in the Winnipeg  
theatre/arts community  

for over 15 years. She has assumed many roles  
(stage management, designer, props builder,  
wardrobe co-ordinator, technician) for regional and  
independent theatre productions. After apprenticing 
with Manitoba Opera over a decade ago, she  
re-joined the stage management team in 2019.  
She has been wrangling props and backstage left 
for nearly all of MO’s productions since then. 

Heather also creates custom garments, performance 
costumes, and accessories for private clients 
(Heather Lee Bea) including vintage clothing  
enthusiasts, circus performers, drag artists,  
and a Marilyn Monroe impersonator. She loves  
concocting classic cocktails, creating themed 
ensembles for events (#everybodylovesatheme), 
dance parties, and going to the cottage. 

“Thank you for continuing to support the arts!”
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Soprano

Janine Brémault   
 Bamford

Cleo Harcus

Kadri IrwinH

Sarah Schellenberg

Mezzo T

Oliver Flexer

Christina Pyrz- 
 KowallH

Stephanie Schmid

Isla Shea

Tenor T

Russ FosterH

Jack Hanson

Michal Kowalik

George NytepchukH

Bass

James Dutton

Jayden Fraser

Don Larsen

Dan Szymanski

Manitoba Opera Chorus

Ashley K. Frantik Megan Krohn Christopher Caslake Brent Letain

Supernumeraries

Come 
Say 

Hello!
Please stop and say hello.  

Our board members would love to meet you.

Members of Manitoba Opera’s  
Board of Trustees will be  
welcoming patrons in the lobby.

Manitoba Opera is very proud of our choristers. They are renowned across Canada  
for their high quality of singing and professionalism.

Choristers with stars next to their names are members of the Hall of Fame  
and have performed in over 50 operas.

Congratulations to Russ Foster! The Marriage of Figaro is his 80th production with Manitoba Opera.

Manitoba Opera Chorus Hall of Fame





Director of Production 

Sheldon Johnson

Chorus Director/Répétiteur 

Tadeusz Biernacki

Assistant Conductor 

Monica Chen

Apprentice Stage Manager 

Devon Helm

Hair/Wig Designer 

Jill Buhr

Hair/Wig Assistant 

Laura Warren

Hair Crew 

Abel Martinez

Cristina Massei

Adrianna Oliphant

Make-Up Designer 

Theresa Thomson

Make-Up Assistant 

Sarah Leighton

Make-Up Crew 

Chelsea Rankin 

Esther Koepnick

Projected Titles Cueing 

Cary Denby

Production Personnel

Rehearsal piano provided by St John’s Music.

Roland C-30 provided by Manitoba Chamber Orchestra.

Production acknowledgements: Evan Klassen, Allison Loat, Donnie Osler, Carla Schroeder, 

Brent Letain, Chris Seida, Chris Thomson, Jamie Plummer, Zoe Leclerc-Kennedy, Ian Kirk,  

Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, Wayne Buss!, Elana Honcharuk, Prairie Theatre Exchange,  

Scott and Jan Malabar, Westworth United Church.

Stage Manager 

Dave Martin

Stage Electrician 

Brian Mann

Sound Technician 

Kevin Davis  

Stage Crew/ 

Wardrobe Dressers 

I.A.T.S.E. Local #63

Centennial Concert Hall  
Production Staff

Saturday, April 18 x 7 pm x Piano Nobile

Wednesday, April 22 x 6:30 pm x Piano Nobile

Friday, April 24 x 7 pm x Orchestra Right

A 20-minute presentation held a half-hour  
before curtain at each performance.

Pre-Show Chat 

27

Guest PresenterS: 

Classic Radio’s Nolan Kehler and  

Paul Bruch-Wiens (MO Board of Trustee), 

Weekend at the Opera Co-hosts.

Nolan Kehler

Paul Bruch-Wiens
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First Violin	

Karl Stobbe 
Concertmaster

The Gwen Hoebig 
Concertmaster Chair

Will Thain**  
Acting Associate

Concertmaster

Rebecca Weger  
Assistant

Concertmaster

Mona Coarda

Tara Fensom

Gwen Hoebig*

Hong Tian Jia

Mary Lawton

Sonia Lazar

Julie Savard

Jun Shao

Liana Nadurakb

Trevor Kirczenowb  

Second Violin	

Chris Anstey 
Principal

Elation Pauls 
Assistant Principal

Kristina Bauch

Elizabeth Dyer

Bokyung Hwang

Rodica Jeffrey

Susan McCallum

Jane Radomski

Erika Sloos**  

Viola		

Elise Lavallée 
Principal

Quinn Robinson** 
Acting Assistant 
Principal

Laszlo Baroczi

Greg Hay

John Sellick

Miguel Stamato**

Sasha Turgeon

Cello	  	

Elie Boissinot 
Principal

Ethan Allers

Arlene Dahl

Samuel Nadurak**

Emma 
Quackenbush*

Alyssa Ramsay

Sean Taubner

Bass

Meredith Johnson 
Principal

Daniel Perry 
Assistant Principal

Jacques Forest

James McMillan

Evan Stewart

Flute

Christian Paquette 
Principal

Supported by  
Gordon & Audrey Fogg

Alex Conway

Piccolo Flute

Alex Conway 
Principal

Oboe

Beverly Wang* 
Principal

Renz Adameb 
Acting Principal

Robin MacMillan

English Horn

Robin MacMillan 
Principal

Clarinet

Micah Heilbrunn* 
Principal 

Ilya Shterenberg** 
Acting Principal

Alex Whitehead

Bassoon

Kathryn Brooks* 
Principal

Elizabeth Mee

Horn	

Patricia Evans 
Principal

Ken MacDonald 
Associate Principal

The Hilda Schelberger 
Memorial Chair

Aiden Kleer

Caroline Oberheu

Michiko Singh

Trumpet

Chris Fensom 
Principal

Isaac Pulford 
Associate Principal

Patrick Smithers**
The Patty Kirk 
Memorial Chair

Trombone

Steven Dyer 
Principal

The Stuart Bremner 
Memorial Chair

Keith Dyrda*

Bass Trombone

Eric Prodger 
Principal

Tuba

Takumi Hayashi 
Principal

Percussion

Ben Reimer** 
Acting Principal

Timpani

Andrew Nazerb 
Acting Principal

Harp

Charlene Chin 
Principal

Endowed by 
W.H. & S.E. Loewen

Keyboard

Tadeusz Biernackib

Personnel Manager

Isaac Pulford

Librarian

Michaela Kleer

Assistant Librarian

Aiden Kleer 

* On Leave

** 1 year appointment
b Extra Musician

Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra 2025/26
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LEADS 
$10,000 to $24,999

The Show and Tell 
Agency

PRINCIPALS 
$5,000 to $9,999

ROBINSON

Chorus 
$2,500 to $4,999

Cambrian Credit 
Union

Supers 
$1,000 to $2,499

Border Brokers Inc.

Gendis Inc.

Terracon  
Development Ltd.

Artists  
$500 to $999

Bruce Benefits

FRIENDS 
$100 to $499

Intergroup 
Consultants Ltd. 
John Osler

Patill/St. James 
Insurance

OPERA ACCESS 
PARTNERS

Payworks

Stantec

Qualico

Corporate Support

Impresario Circle  
$5,000+

Mrs. Margaret Lynne 
Astwood

Gail Asper, O.C.,  
O.M., LL.D. &  
Michael Paterson

Dr. Daniel Cowan

Drs. John &  
Gay Docherty

Dr. Carol J. Harvey

Mr. Richard Irish

June & Bob Jackson 
Memorial Fund for 
the Performing Arts

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob  
& Judi Janzen

Laurie Lam &  
Larry Desrochers u

Bill Loewen u

Craig McIntosh  
& Lorraine Beck

Michael F. B. Nesbitt

Dr. Alicia Nijdam-Jones 
& Kevin Nijdam-Jones

Mrs. Donna Plant

Drs. Bill Pope v  
& Elizabeth Tippett 
Pope

Gerry & Barb Price

E.J. (Ted) Ransby

Bob & Eileen Stuebing

Mrs. Deborah 
Thorlakson  
- In Memory of Dr. 
Robert H. Thorlakson

One Anonymous 
Donor

MAESTRO 
$3,000 to $4,999

Dr. Margaret Groome

Dr. David Lyttle

Mr. B. Roslycky  
& Dr. P. Kmet

Sanford &  
Deborah Riley

Robert Vineberg  
& Lena Horne

Virtuoso 
$2,000 to $2,999

Tatiana Arcand

Hugh & Melinda 
Arthur

Mr. Michael Blais u l

Bjorn & Roberta 
Christianson

Mr. & Mrs. Ken  
& Lynn Cooper

Alison Darling  
- In Memory of  
Bob Darling

Dr. Michael Dyck &  
Ms. Lisa Bueckert l

Ms. & Mr. Abbie  
& Garth Grieder

Marr-Slonosky  
Family Foundation

Ron & Sandi Mielitz

Dr. Anne Worley &  
Dr. Piotr Czaykowski

One Anonymous 
Donor

Camerata 
$1,250 to $1,999

Dr. Linda Asper l

Diane Boyle

Ms. Sandy Chahal v l

Ms. Judith Chambers v l

Ben & Shari Diamond 
Family Fund

Dr. David Folk  
& Ms. Laurel Malkin

Ms. Penny Gilbert 

Ms. Leona Herzog l

Mr. Sheldon Johnson u l

Katarina Kupca l

Drs. Herman Lam  
& Laura Chan

Christopher Mainella  
& Christine Van 
Cauwenberghe

Evan & Dustin 
Maydaniuk l

Ms. Andrea 
McLandress v l

George & Deb 
Nytepchuk

Darlene Ronald u  
& Stewart Heaton

Keith & Alora Sinclair l

Jeff Sisler & Cathy 
Rippin-Sisler l

Dr. Verona Wheatley v

One Anonymous 
Donor

Camerata members play a leading role in their visionary support for  
Manitoba Opera. Gifts of $1,250 or more are acknowledged with a number  
of exclusive privileges and special programs.

v  Member, Board of Trustees     u  Manitoba Opera Staff     u  Deceased     l  Monthly Donor

Manitoba Opera gratefully acknowledges the encouragement and financial 
support of our community of donors that allows us to create opera of the 
highest calibre. It is because of this generosity that the power and beauty  
of professional opera can be experienced right here in Manitoba.  

For more information on making a donation to Manitoba Opera, contact Liz Miller at  
204-942-0489. (Listings include donations made from January 1, 2025 to March 19, 2026.)

Camerata

Partners in Opera

Thank you to our  
corporate donors 
who supported 

Manitoba Opera with 
gifts of under $100.
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BENEFACTOR  
$500 to $1,249

Peggy Alto

Mr. Douglas Arrell

Mario & Josie Audino

Lesley Baizley

Liz Barron

Ed Benjamin

Susan & Edwin 
Bethune

Hon. Patricia Bovey

Sheldon & Penny 
Bowles

Sheila & David 
Brodovsky

Jennifer Buffie

Lawrence & Beatrice 
Cherniack

Circle Foundation

Ron Clement

Irene Corne

Denise Cyr-Gander

Jackie Dubofsky

Harry & Mary Lynn 
Duckworth

Ms. Helene Dyck

Lawrence & Brenda 
Ellerby

Kathleen Estey

Ms. Fran Falzarano

Linda & Jim Feasby

Carolyn Garlich  
& Peter Miller  
Gift Fund

Kathy Gough  
& Tim Wildman

Kent & Sandra 
Hayglass

Eric & Judith Hinton l

Donald & Diana u 
Hodgson Foundation

Sally & Cameron 
Inglis-Lawton 
Partners

Sarah Inness  
& Jill Cardey

Mr. Robert Jaskiewicz

Mr. Barry Konzelman  
& Margaret Katzeley

Donna Korban  
& Family

Letty Lawrence l

Marion Lewis u

Dr. John & Natalie 
Mayba

Mr. Brendan McKeen l

Celoris Miller

Mr. Leonard Offrowich

Ms. Norma Anne 
Padilla

Wayne & Linda Paquin

H Ricou

Mrs. Vera Rosolowich

Leslie Sarchuk

Barbara Scheuneman

Mrs. Gail Schnable  
- In memory of 
Johann Schnabl, 
who loved opera.

Dr. Helga Sickert

Merren Tardivelle

Paulette Theberge

Lisa Thiessen

Norma Westcott

Mr. Donald Whitmore

David Wreford

Four Anonymous 
Donors

SUPPORTER  
$250 to $499

Mr. Gordon Anderson

Kathryn & Robert 
Balacko

Dianne J. Beaven

Ms. Ashley Boychuk l

Mrs. Margaret Braid

Giles Bugailiskis  
& Margot Foxford

Carol Campbell  
& Andy Krentz

Mr. Richard Chartier  
& Liza Maheu

Norma & Victor 
Chernick

Mr. Thor Choptiany

Joy Cooper  
& Martin Reed

Jason & Cindy Cousin

Jessica Cranmer

Bradley J. Curran

Tracy Dahl O.C.

Mr. Kerry Dangerfield

Ms. Karen Duncan l

Ms. Wendy Dyck l

David Fehr

Ms. Patricia Fitzpatrick l

Russ & Jan Foster l

John Gartner  
& Loretta Kampeas

Jean & Dennis Giguere

Barny Haines

Annette & Randall Hay

Eric & Judith Hinton

Kadri A Irwin

J.H. Kaminsky

H. Kilbrai

Irene Hamilton  
& Tim Killeen

Evan Klassen  
& Bert Keeper

Marni Langrell l

Ms. Heather Laser

Robert & Claudette 
Lussier

Raymond J. MacIsaac

Henry/Dorothy 
Majewski

David McBean

Marc Monnin  
& Donna Miller

P. Morgan l

Judy Murray

Mr. Rick Pinchin

Mr. & Mrs. Levi  
& Tena Reimer

Roger Rigelhof  
& Marjorie Russell

C. Michael Sampson  
& Dina Guth

Ms. Trudy Schroeder

Lorraine & David 
Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Snidal l

A. Steffes & D. Viggars

Joan Stephens

Ian R. Thomson & 
Leah R. Janzen l

Ted & Deanna Wiens

Andrew Winkless

Mr. Mark Witiuk l

Eight Anonymous 
Donors

One Anonymous 
Monthly Donor l

SUSTAINER  
$100 to $249

Paul Allan

Mrs. Cynthia Angus

Ms. Linda Armbruster

Ms. Maggie Armstrong

Richard & Nancy Ball

Fletcher Baragar

Ruth Berry  
& Hugh Larimer

Mrs. Diane Bewell

Gerhard & Helga Bock

Mr. Roland Bohr l

David Boyes

Mrs. Doneta Brotchie

Kimberly F. Browning

Coralie Bryant

Mr. Don Budlong

Mr. & Mrs. O Buffie

Mrs. Suzanne Burgess

Nicole Cadotte-Worden

Mr. Robert Campbell

Brenlee Carrington 
Trepel & Brent Trepel

Alun, Donna, Shea

Katina Anadranistakis 
& Chris Christodoulou

Mr. Micah Cohen

Edward & Doreen 
Connors

Mr. Phillip Cramer

Friends of Manitoba Opera are instrumental to the success of our artistic,  
education, and outreach programs. Every gift makes a difference.

Friends of Manitoba Opera



Judy & Werner 
Danchura

Linda Daniels

Mr. & Mrs. Hy  
& Esther Dashevsky

Art & Leona DeFehr

Ms. Anna Desilets l

Tania Douglas

Ms. Jeanie Dubberley l

John & Ada Ducas

Mr. Spencer Duncanson

Jillian Epp

Don & Lyn Ewing

Angela Failler

Richard J. Falk

Mr. James Ferguson

Gary Firth

Andrew Froese

Ellen Frovich

Deborah L. Ginther

Dennis & Janet 
Glazebrook

Mr. Jason Granger

Donnalynn Grills

Mrs. Esther Haluschak

Dr. Sara Halwas

Ms. Jayne Hammond l

Ann Hanks

Mr. & Mrs. John  
& Ute Hanyecz

Joanne Harris

Barb Heiliger

Ms. Ann Hodges

Ms. Gina Hoe

Gerald Huhtala

Kristin Jimmy

Lucie Joyal

Mrs. Margaret 
Kellermann 
McCulloch

Mr. Ramon Khan

Dr. Allen Kimelman l

Alicia Kitt

Richard & Karin 
Klassen

Ms. Kathleen Knight l

Ed & Helen Kolomaya

Ms. Heather Kozubski

Ms. Terri Krasnowski l

Ms. Shirley Layne

Stewart & Ellen Leibl

Harry Loewen

Robert & Shirley 
Lynch

Mr. James MacLean

Rick MacLowick

Dr. Angelos & Pauline 
Macrodimitris

Priya Mani  
& Stephan Jaegar

Mrs. Ilse Marotta

Nancy Martin

Brijesh & Babara 
Mathur

Ms. Pat McCullough

Kate McDonald

Barbara Melnychuk

Mrs. Veronique 
Mivelaz l

Rose Murego

Charlotte Murrell

Ms. Doris Mae Oulton

Carla Palidwor  
& David Klassen

Georgine Palmquist

Judi & Les Parry

Mr. Christopher Pearce

Lesia Peet

Dr. & Mrs. Timothy  
& Katherine Penner

Mr. Brian Peterson

Dr. Nicolino Pizzi

Ms. Marina Plett-Lyle

Mrs. E. Susan Popkes

Ms. Lois Powne

Lynn Prejet

Jacqueline Ratte 
Kohut

Ms. Anne Ratuski

Ms. Corrine Ratuski

Ted & Marilyn 
Redekop

Ms. Valerie Regan

Francisco Rodriguez  
& Maria Garcia Tizon

Mr. Rory Runnells

Johnny Rule  
& Pearly Salangad

Arlene Sawatsky

Ms. Rita Schroeder l

Ms. Vivian Schubert

Harald Schulz

Andrew & Claudia 
Serray

Jim & Susan Shaw

Ms. Christina Sikorsky

Pamela Simmons

Beverly Sorensen

Mr. Peter Sribniak

Sharon Stanley

Maria Stapleton  
& Michael Lea l

Dr. & Mrs. Murray 
Steinbart

Beverly Suderman

Ross & Bette Jayne 
Taylor

Robert & Catherine 
Thiessen

Mr. Russ Thompson l

Lois Thrift

Darryl Toews

Jean Travis

Suzanne Ullyot l

Lydia & Michael West

Shirley Wildeman

Antoinette (Toni) 
Wildman

Karin Woods

Donn K. Yuen

Eleven Anonymous 
Donors

One Anonymous 
Monthly Donor l

CONTRIBUTOR  
$50 to $99

Christine Adamson

Oslen Belle

Patricia Bozyk

Aline Caron

Miss Chimdinma 
Chijioke

Christian Delaquis  
& Stephan Hardy

Christine Dewar u

Sharon Doerksen

Ron & Wendy Dueck

Gayle Fischer

Dr. Sidney Frankel

Mrs. Kathryn Anne 
Girard

Lois Goertzen

Mr. & Mrs. James  
& Lorraine Griffiths l

Mr. & Mrs. Rodger  
& Marion Guinn

Allan Hadley

K. Haigh

Megan Heke

Ms. Diane Holding

Mrs. Maisie Johnson

Tusia Kozub

Ms. Charlotte Kroeker

Veronica Larmour

Steffi LaZerte

Mrs. Jacqueline Legay

Mr. Parry Lepage

Bruce Lloyd

Jacqueline Louer

A. Malzensky u

Ms. Marlene McCulloch

Win & Jim McPhee

Carolyn Mitchell

Ms. Myrna Mitchell

Morna-June Morrow

Ms. Linda Norman

Mickey Petersen

Michelle Powder

Elyssa Rattai

Ms. Laura Rawluk

Linda Ritchie

Linda Romeo

Mr. Ian Ross u

Cathy Skene

Shelagh Sinclair Fund

Ms. Rose Van der 
Hooft

Kelly Verge

Mr. Clint Wilmot

Florence Woolner

Brett Younger

Five Anonymous 
Donors

Many thanks to all  
of our donors who 
generously supported 
Manitoba Opera with 
donations under $50.
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Tributes
In Memory of…

John Buhler  

	 Mrs. Deborah 
Thorlakson

Howard Curle  

	 Beverley Phillips

Edward G. Duncan  

	 Former Manitoba 
Opera Chorus

Paul Fieldhouse  

	 Anonymous l

Ross Houston and  
Leo & Margareth Mol  

	 Ms. Patricia Gartrell l

Carole Kurdydyk  

	 U Edwards

Bill Loewen  

	 Anonymous

Joan McLeod  

	 Christine Beatty

Gilbert Rosset  

	 Dr. Jeannette  
  Filion-Rosset

Johann Schnabl

	 R.E. Cox

	 Connie Feschuk

	 Sharon & Brian  
  McDonald

	 Gail Schnabl

In Honour of…

Tracy Dahl O.C.

	 Raymond Sokalski

Larry Desrochers

	 Leona M Herzog

Elba Haid receiving 
the King Charles 
Coronation Medal

	 Mrs. Deborah  
  Thorlakson

Michael Nesbitt

	 Mr. John Loewen

Dr. Bill Pope &  
Dr. Elizabeth  
Tippett Pope

	 Rosemary Vodrey

Gretel Schaible-
Thumm

	 Bettina Schaible

Bette Jayne Taylor

	 Rev. Ross Taylor

Dr. Elizabeth  
Tippett Pope

	 David & Debbie  
  Lewis

	 Susan & Arnold  
  Permut

Encore Circle
Donors who have 
named Manitoba 
Opera in their will.

Siana Attwell, PhD

Larry Desrochers u  
& Laurie Lam

Dreena Duhame

John Giesbrecht

Elba & Marshall u Haid

Audrey F. Hubbard u

Drs. Bill Pope v  
& Elizabeth  
Tippett Pope

Robert Vineberg

Donn K. Yuen

Bequests
Audrey Frances 

Hubbard

Mr. Bruce H. Lang

Pendeshuk  
Family Fund – 
Dennis Estate

Shirley Schroeder

Gift-In-Kind 
Ticket Donors
Listing includes 
ticket donations 
made between 
January 1, 2025 - 
March 19, 2026.

Chris Beaumont-Smith 
& Petra Thanisch

Mr. Michael Blais u

Jennifer Buffie

Ms. Jane Coyne

Mr. Ian Davies

Mr. Peter George

Martin Gurtman

Mr. & Mrs. John  
& Ute Hanyecz

Mr. Sheldon Johnson u

Ms. Katarina Kupca

Mr. & Mrs. Fred  
& Janet Lawrenson

Kate Niles

Mr. Edward Ransby

Fred & Edith Simpson

Robert Vineberg  
& Lena Horne

Mr. Alfred Wiebe

Brett Younger

We would like to acknowledge the following named funds held 
within the A. Kerr Twaddle Robert H. Thorlakson Manitoba Opera 
Endowment Fund:

•	Marylla van Ginkel Endowment Fund for the Performing Arts

•	Elba & Marshall Haid Endowment Fund

•	Audrey Hubbard Fund

•	Iona & Bob McPhee Fund

•	Bruce Lang Memorial Fund

MATCHING GIFTS 

Many companies encourage the financial generosity of their employees through 
a matching gift program. Check with your employer and make your donation  

to Manitoba Opera go even further!
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The Power of Voice Campaign
Gifts made to the A. Kerr Twaddle Robert H. Thorlakson  
Manitoba Opera Endowment Fund (As of March 5, 2026.)

$1,000,000 +

Gail Asper, O.C.,  
O.M., LL.D. &  
Michael Paterson

$250,000-$999,999

BMO
Mr. & Mrs. Phil u 

& Ilse Ens
Mrs. Tannis M. 

Richardson

$100,000-$249,999

Elba & Marshall u Haid 
Raymond & Lynne-

Anne McFeetors
Hartley & Heather 

Richardson
Mrs. Deborah 

Thorlakson  
- In Memory of  
Dr. Robert H. 
Thorlakson

$25,000-$99,999

Mr. Peter George  
& Ms. Tamara Bodi

Ms. Susan Glass &  
Mr. Arni Thorsteinson

Elmer Hildebrand - 
Golden West 
Broadcasting

Richard Irish
E.J. (Ted) Ransby
Sanford &  

Deborah Riley
Rockport Investment 

Group
Susan J. Scott
One Anonymous Donor

$5,000-$24,999

Carol Bellringer  
& Greg Doyle

Mrs. Susan Bowden 
Twaddle - In Memory 
of the Hon. A. Kerr 
Twaddle

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy  
& Barbara Burt

Judith v & Markus 
Chambers

The Coffey Family 
Foundation

Dr. David Folk  
& Laurel Malkin

Ms. & Mr. Abbie  
& Garth Grieder

Dr. Carol J. Harvey
Mile Road Productions 

- Larry Desrochers u 

& Laurie Lam
Mrs. Donna Plant
Drs. Bill Pope v  

& Elizabeth Tippett 
Pope

Gerry & Barb Price
Dr. Clare Ramsey  

& John Pacak
Keith & Alora Sinclair l

Grant v & Debra 
Suderman l

Dale & Velvet Sulymka
Terracon  

Development Ltd.
Mrs. Deborah 

Thorlakson  
- In Honour of Larry 
Desrochers’s service 
to Manitoba Opera

Robert Vineberg  
& Lena Horne

Two Anonymous Donors

$1000-$4,999

Melinda & Hugh Arthur
Dr. Linda Asper  

- In Memory of 
Aubrey Asper

Mr. Michael Blais u
Sheldon & Penny Bowles
Ms. Diane Boyle
Dawn Bruch &  

Paul Bruch-Wiens v
D. J. Cowan
Tracy Dahl
Economical Insurance
Letty Lawrence
Lawton Partners 

Wealth Management
Marion Lewis u

Lana Maidment v
Andrea McLandress v l

Drs. William Pope v  
& Elizabeth Tippett 
Pope - In Honour of 
Larry Desrochers 
receiving the  
Ruby Award

Alex Robinson & 
Natasa Simeonidis

Mr. & Mrs. Robert  
& Eileen Stuebing

Barbara Scheuneman
Dale & Velvet Sulymka 

- In Memory of Cecile 
Martineau

Dale & Velvet Sulymka 
- In Memory of Peter 
& Jessie Neufeld

Dale & Velvet Sulymka 
- In Memory of  
Brian Sulymka

Dale & Velvet Sulymka 
- In Memory of Lloyd 
& Irene Sulymka

Susan A. Thompson
Faye Warren
Dr. Lynn Whidden  

- In Memory of 
Professor Robert Irwin

Winter’s Collision 
Repair

Two Anonymous Donors

Up to $999

Mario & Josie Audino
Cathie & Brian 

Bowerman
Doneta Brotchie, C.M.  

& Harry Brotchie
Jennifer Buffie
Bethany Bunko u
Canada Natural History 

Society
Dr. Marguerite Cassin
Katherine Cobor
Denis & Pauline Collette
Edward & Doreen 

Connors
Jessica Cranmer
Barbara & Brian Crow
Tom Dercola
Ginny Devine  

& Gary Doer
Kathleen Estey
F. Falzarano
Harry & Elvira Finnigan
Carol & George Gamby
Brenda Gorlick
Maria Grajewska
Abbie Grieder  

- In Honour of Larry 
Desrochers’s service 
to Manitoba Opera

Lorraine Griffiths
Elba Haid - Mazel Tov 

on the birth of Simon, 
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., 
LL.D. & Michael 
Paterson’s grandson

Elba Haid - In Honour 
of Tamara Bodi’s 
Birthday

Elba Haid - In Memory 
of John Buhler

Elba Haid - In Memory 
of Ruth Buhler

Elba Haid - In Honour 
of Luisa Matheson’s 
Birthday

Elba Haid - In Honour 
of Her Honour, the 
Honourable Anita 
Neville Lieutenant 
Governor of Manitoba 
for hosting the King 
Charles III Coronation 
Award Event

Elba Haid - The 
Honourable Senator 
Marilou McPhedran, 
Thank you for  
nominating me for 
the King Charles III 
Coronation Award

Elba Haid - In Honour 
of Eileen & Bob 
Stuebing’s 55th 
Wedding Anniversary

Patricia & Robert Hill
Nadine Hink - In Honour 

of the MO Staff
N & L Holliday
Richard & Karen Howell
Ray Karasevich  

& Allison Fulford
Evan Klassen  

& Bert Keeper
Alan & Shirley Kessler
Mr. Fred Kisil
Dr. Thomas G. Kucera
Evan u & Dustin 

Maydaniuk
Peter & Jennifer 

McGillivray
Chris Pearce  

& Ruth Magnuson
Ingrid Peters-Fransen
Drs. Bill Pope v & 

Elizabeth Tippett 
Pope - In Honour of 
Elba Haid’s Birthday

Drs. Bill Pope v & 
Elizabeth Tippett 
Pope - In Honour of 
Mrs. Bev Littleford

Marjorie Russell & 
Roger Rigelhof  
- In Memory of  
John Buhler

Kurt & Leona Schwarz
Jeff Sisler & Cathy 

Rippin-Sisler
Thomas & Wanda 

Struthers
Joan Stephens -  

In Honour of  
Larry Desrochers

Chris Sunde
Dr. Shelley Sweeney
David Elliott  

& Joanne Thompson
Mrs. Deborah 

Thorlakson -  
In Honour of  
Elba Haid’s Birthday

Gloria Waldron
Dr. & Mrs. Michael  

& Lydia West
Music Studio of Tiffany 

A. Wilson
Kathryn & Robert 

Young
Brett & Lori Younger
Ron & Sherill Zellis
Six Anonymous Donors






